
	
	
	

Mrs. LoPresti’s Classroom Newsletter 
 

                        October 2017 
 
 Dear Parents, 
 
     We are now well into the school year and the students are beginning to 
look more like fifth graders. It is amazing to watch them grow so quickly and 
master things they previously thought were beyond their abilities. Soon we 
will be discussing their progress at our first parent/teacher conferences in 
November. Make sure to sign up online for your preferred conference time. 
I look forward to meeting with all of you! 
 
     On Halloween, all of the fifth grade classes participated in “The 
Happening” which consisted of a pizza lunch followed by four activities (tai 
chi/yoga, tie dyeing t-shirts, singing 60s songs while making paper chains, 
and making friendship bracelets) related to the book Schooled.  The main 
character is a young hippie trying to fit in with society and a new school. It 
is a story that reminds us to treat others with respect and acceptance even 
if they are somewhat different than ourselves.  A big thank you should go 
out to all of the room parents and volunteers who helped out during this 
event.  
 
     In math, students finished their first unit on multiplication and division 
and are now working on concepts involving fractions. We continue to revisit 
each skill often, so students will retain what they have learned. I realize 
that math is a subject in which many students need extra time and help in 
order to feel comfortable and confident. It is natural for parents to want to 
provide instruction at home; however, remember the research I shared with 
you at Open House. It is sometimes better to leave the teaching of math to 
the teacher as it can create anxiety at home when the instruction differs 
from what was taught in class. I am checking in with my students every day 
to monitor their progress. I will certainly let you know if there are concerns 
about your child’s math understanding. However, helping students practice 
their math facts is always encouraged! 
    



     In writing, students have been learning to develop literary essays. It is an 
in-depth form of writing as students must first read a text and then 
interpret possible themes and big ideas from what they have read. Students 
practice clear structure in their essays in which they must include an 
interesting introduction with a thesis statement, supporting paragraphs with 
evidence from the text, and a reflective conclusion. This structure is 
transferable to other genres. We will continue to use the literary essay in 
our reading block when we are finished with the actual instruction. Our next 
unit of writing will be opinion/argument.  
 
     In science, we have finished our unit on the sun, earth, and moon and have 
begun learning about light. We will participate in many small group 
experiments to really “see” what light is all about.  
 
     In reading, students have been learning to write clear summaries. They 
are now able to do this with little teacher guidance. We have learned about 
the elements of fiction and have studied characters, setting, plot, theme, 
and point of view on a deep level. Our study included analyzing a variety of 
multi-cultural texts that captured the interest of the students and allowed 
for group discussions that were more sophisticated. 
    
     In November, students will begin working in leveled reading groups, which 
they are quite excited about. The structure provides a great opportunity for 
students to share their thoughts about literature and work on targeted 
skills to improve their comprehension.  
 
     I hope you are finding the Friday notes to be a helpful and timely piece 
of communication about your child’s progress. Please make sure to sign them 
each week and let me know of any concerns you have in return. 
 
     Have a safe and happy Halloween!        

       
                          Fondly, 
                   
                          Mrs. LoPresti 
 


